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OUR WORK. 

at^the ^ datG ° f the Annual Meetin g was not fixed 
at the time of going to press; but Mi$s Blogg, P.N.E.U. Office 

2 , ictoria Street, S.W., will be happy to give information. 

at on'rT ^ or Probationers should be made 

during ’the T 5* tW ° ^ ^ Vacancies for three months’ students 
again ' * ClrCUmstance may not soon occur 

House of Education Natural History Club.— Notes by M. L. 
Hodgson .— With the beautiful spring around us, and the prospect of a 
long summer before us, we shall do well to consider what definite work we 
mean to do this year. A few suggestions on making collections of various 
kinds will perhaps be of use to you, and especially now, when most of 
you are arranging your work for next term. The following list of collec- 
tions contains so many things that children, of all ages, take an interest 
in, that I hope you will, all of you, find something useful in it. I will 
begin by saying a few words about collections of insects and birds’ 
eggs. I very strongly advise you to discourage them, unless there 
is evidently a very great love for natural science in the person who 
wishes to collect them. Boys need much supervision in these matters. 

Ihe Outdoor W orld is a very good handbook for beginners; it contains 
many useful hints on all sorts of collections. During the nesting season 
I have always found many deserted nests, some of these are generally 
in good condition, and very beautiful; if they are fitted into neat boxes, 
and by degrees filled with their right number of eggs, they make a 
delightful possession. I say filled by degrees because no more than one 
e gg should be taken, as a rule, from a nest. 

But with regard to birds much more may be done than in merely col- 
lecting nests and eggs. Years ago I made a collection of skulls, both of 
birds and other small animals, they were not difficult to do, and when 
mounted on small cards they looked very well and were most interesting 
— to the cards containing the birds’ skulls I added the merry-thoughts, 
which gave additional interest to the collection. The skins and feathers 
are also easily preserved ; every dead bird or small animal we found 
was carefully skinned, and the skin preserved and mounted spread eagle 
fashion after it had been well cured with arsenical soap. For very small 
children the feathers only may be mounted in books or on cards with 
great effect. Skulls of bats, mice, moles, etc., may be prepared in 
various ways, and many boys find great interest and occupation in 
the work. I am speaking from experience gained during years ot work 
with boys. We did not kill the animals — we used those we found or had 
given to us by the keepers and farmers who knew what we were doing. 

Illustrating the flora and fauna of our village. On the subject of 
botanical collections much may be said, as they afford scope for a 
kinds of work for all ages. For the older children, a general collection 
of plants is not too much to attempt, but with the younger ones muc 
less ought to be done. With the very tiny ones you might begin a 
collection of fir cones, of which there are many kinds , these are very 


OUR WORK. 


234 . 

' d in boxes they will give the children much 
pretty, and if neat y « ^ reeSi mounted and named, can be easily done, 
pleasure. The leaves o ^ xhe flowers of any special order, say 
and are not difficu -> collect i on 0 f grasses— sedges or rushes 

composite or urn e ’ . for one season. The fruits of any one 

only, will ? lve P’ en J done by the younger children. A very pretty 

order might a - procuring all the seeds used in either gardens 

“T These shoild be put into small pill boxes with some of 
the seeds gummed on to the lid. 

Collections of land shells are most beautiful if they are neatly mounted 
and named Some of our land Molluscs possess exquisite shells, and many 
may b^ found empty along our waysides and hedgerows I do not think 
I need say much about sea shells and seaweeds ; they appear to be 
universally collected by children, especially shells. A nice way is to make 
a neat cabinet for them, and one which can be easily used for exhibition 
purposes; this may be made out of a few dozen match boxes, fitted neatly 
into a wooden box, stood on end ; if paper fasteners are used for handles, 
and a nice suitable paper used for covering them, a very ornamental 
cabinet will repay you well for your trouble. Match boxes of all sizes 
may be had, 36 small ones fitted into a cigar box will hold on immense 
number of small shells. I think the most interesting collection that 
can be made by a family of boys and girls living in the country is one 
which illustrates as far as possible the Natural History of the village 
or neighbourhood in which they live. It is surprising how many things 
can be found if only the eyes are opened to see them. This is not to 
be done without practice, as the eye sees exactly that which it is trained 
to see, and it is a great help, if we have a definite object in seeing. 

Fossils abound in many neighbourhoods, nice clean ones that come 
clear out of the stones and soil ; beautiful shells and sea urchins of all 
kinds may be found without difficulty, and many happy hours may be 
devoted to the search. Page’s Geology (new edition) is a great help 
to beginners in the study of Geology. 

A painted collection of flowers could be done by any child with a talent 
for drawing. 1 his, if persevered in, may prove a lasting benefit to the 
person concerned, and be of much use in the cause of science, as it is rare 
to find artists who can draw flowers scientifically so as to be of value 
as illustrations and to aid definition. 

The November Exhibition in connection with the P.N.E.U. may be a help 
to some of you, as affording an object for definite work with the children. 

LIST OF COLLECTIONS. 

birds’ ec'p<; f and 03 ' 1 ! >e d °j e under su P et vision , and then only in special cases; 
skulls o/other "n ’ u " der iu Pervision; merry-thoughts and skulls of birds; 

especially in winteV ^hdls^nd'^ 5 ' feathers ’ dead birds are often f ° Ulld ’ 

Botany -F owl:. ?, d Seaweeds; corallines; land shells, 
trees for the vounee! cWW ’ r erbarlUm ; n ° wers > special orders selected ; leaves of 

only; galls oak lei- „ T 1 fU f° neS ! fruits and seeds ; grasses, sedges or rushes 

illustrating the Natural Ilisto 1 '"r ^ any ° lbers y ou ma y find ; general collection, 
* atUral IIl5t0, y your neighbourhood ; flowers painted from life. 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

I /'he Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

Madam, I feel most strongly on the subject you refer to about 

children a Pre F U r re v u ^ in a1 ' ° Ur schools - Although my 

nor OH f h b , bab ' eS ' ^ haVe " 0t yet be 8 un their scbo01 careers-a 
Si!,/ a'™ 5 Wh,ch 1 look forward to with much dread — I am 

arrafn t t. ^ " ame be added t0 any list of P arents Protesting 

against the present pressure of work and long hours indulged in at all 

modern schools. A leading member of the educational department in 
India once told me that up to six years old a child should not be taught 
regularly at all, that after that age one hour a day should be given, and 
that each year another hour a day might be added until five hours a day 
were reached, and that never should more than five hours a day be 
devoted to intellectual study. Can we not demand that our children 
should not have more than four hours in school per day and one hour for 
preparation ? Children should have at least two hours in the open air 
if the weather will permit, and if there is time unoccupied there are many 
occupations which train the hand and eye which might employ them, 
without overtaxing their brains. And we should find our children more 
fully developed and far more fitly prepared for their careers in life. 

1 rusting that many other parents will add their names to the list, 

Brook House, Bollington, I am, yours truly, 

Near Macclesfield. Elizabeth Hickson. 


Dear Editor, — In reply to Mrs. Lawson’s letter in the April Parents ’ 
Review , I should like to explain that we have some of the books needed 
for the Mothers’ Educational Course in the Library, and hope in time to 
have them all I have not the catalogue to refer to, but I believe we have 
the following: — ‘‘Carpenter’s Mental Physiology,” “Clews to Holy 
Writ” (Petrie), “ Times of Isaiah ” (Sayce), “ Teaching” (Calderwood), 
“Manual of Personal and Domestic Hygiene” (Schofield), “Moral 
Instruction” (F. Adler), “ Physiography ” (Huxley), “The Art of Teaching 
Languages ” (Gouin), “Home Education” (Mason), ‘The Little Red 
Mannikin” (Lankester). Yours truly, 

7 2, St. George’s Square. Agnes H. Anson. 


Dear Readers, — I should like to say that one object of the Mothers' 
Educatioiial Coui'sc is to secure that mothers shall possess themselves of 
a small educational library, consisting of books with which they are 
thoroughly familiar, — able to turn to any passage they want at a moment s 
notice. This sort of familiarity, with ever a score or so of helpful volumes 
is among the best results of study; and perhaps some such little library ist e 
smallest professional outfit with which a mother should equip herself. r>. 


Dear Editor, — In reply to “ Mater Junior’s” letter in your last Ksi511 ^’ 
I am afraid the evils of which I complain are too grave to be reme le } 
any memorial to headmasters such as she suggests. M) pos.tion 


